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British Council Poland and Universities UK meet in Warsaw
to discuss higher education in Europe after Brexit.
What are the chances for education after Brexit for Polish students in Great Britain?
What higher education can gain and what it may lose on the upcoming changes in the
geopolitics of Europe. What we already know and what is still unknown.
The British Council respects the democratic outcome of the United Kingdom European Union
membership referendum and supports a constructive process for the UK leaving the
European Union.
The British Council is calling for an ‘Open Brexit’ in which the UK seeks to maintain and grow
cultural ties with Europe as the country prepares to leave the EU. This would include:


Continued ease of movement for students, academics, researchers, arts and creative
professionals, and young people engaged in cultural or educational exchanges



Increased cultural, educational and scientific partnership with the countries of Europe,
including in key EU funded programmes Erasmus+, Creative Europe and Horizon
2020 or, if this proves to be impossible in the negotiations, then their replacement
with equivalent or enhanced alternatives



Investment into the UK’s cultural and educational connections globally.

The Brexit White Paper, setting the future relationship between the United Kingdom and the
European Union was published by the Government of the United Kingdom on 12th July 2018.
The paper proposes that the UK’s future economic partnership should provide reciprocal
arrangements allowing citizens to travel freely, without a visa, for tourism and temporary
business activity. Arrangements should also ‘facilitate mobility for students and young
people, enabling them to continue to benefit from world leading universities and the cultural
experiences the UK and the EU have to offer’.
One of the elements of the tightening PL-UK cooperation is YESI – a year of
entrepreneurship, science and innovation, initiated by representatives of the Polish and
British governments in December 2017. Another aspect of strengthening and building
partnerships in the higher education sector, in line with the YESI key objectives, is the
Universities UK International delegation for Poland, which the British Council organizes on
October 9 and 10 in Warsaw. The delegation aims to build relations and dialogue between
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the United Kingdom and the European Union countries, and to exchange knowledge about
higher education in Europe in the context of Brexit.
Delegation participants will include Dame Janet Beer, Vice- Chancellor of Liverpool
University, Chairman of Universities UK, British Council Trustee, and Vivienne Stern, Director
Universities UK International. As part of the visit, the following organisations’ representatives
are scheduled to meet: the Ministry of Science and Higher Education, Polish National
Agency for Academic Exchange (NAWA), the Conference of Rectors of Academic Schools in
Poland (KRASP) and the National Center for Research and Development (NCBR). The
delegation will also be available for press interviews.
The event commences this year's program related to higher education implemented by the
British Council. The next event of the programme that will take place in Kraków and Warsaw
on November 23 and 24, 2019, is the annual British Universities Exhibition - Study UK. This
will be followed by the Going Global 2019 international conference, held on May 13-15,
2019 in Berlin. The call for speaker proposals is now open and closes on Wednesday
10 October, 2018.
More about projects:
Study UK 2018: www.britishcouncil.pl/en/events/study-uk
Going Global 2019: www.britishcouncil.pl/en/events/registration-going-global-2017-now-open
Up-to-date information on opportunities related to studying in the UK is available at:
https://study-uk.britishcouncil.org/planning/eu-students
ENDS

Project Partner

Project organised as part of

***
British Council
The British Council is the UK’s international organisation for cultural relations and educational opportunities. We
create friendly knowledge and understanding between the people of the UK and other countries. Using the UK’s
cultural resources we make a positive contribution to the countries we work with – changing lives by creating
opportunities, building connections and engendering trust.
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We work with over 100 countries across the world in the fields of arts and culture, English language, education
and civil society. Each year we reach over 20 million people face-to-face and more than 500 million people online,
via broadcasts and publications.
Founded in 1934, we are a UK charity governed by Royal Charter and a UK public body. The majority of our
income is raised delivering a range of projects and contracts in English teaching and examinations, education and
development contracts and from partnerships with public and private organisations. Eighteen per cent of our
funding is received from the UK government.
The British Council in Poland performs educational activities through the teaching of English at our reputable
language centres and partner schools in Warsaw, Cracow and Wroclaw, and cooperating with exam centres,
which offer British language and professional exams throughout the country. Our cultural, educational and social
projects aim at sharing the achievements of the United Kingdom. Working effectively with diversity and promoting
equality of opportunity is an essential part of our work.
The British Council has been working with Poland since1938. In 2018 we are marking this 80th anniversary with a
series of events celebrating cultural relations and exchange between the UK and Poland.
For more information, please visit: www.britishcouncil.pl.
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